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ANTHONY J STASKUNAS

STATE REPRESENTATIVE » 15TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT

Testimony of Rep. Tony Staskunas, 1999 AB-156
Assembly Campaigns and Elections Committee
Mar_ch: 17, 1999

Mr. Chairperson and Members of the Assembly Campaigns and Elections Committee:

e _._;;-_z:a'r'ri:-fﬁébre:s'é'r_xtatii!e _Tony.- Staskunas of the 15" Assembly District, the author of
Assembly Bill 156.

| introduced this proposal because of potential conflicts between the US

| ':'.zz_i’%'C:on-Stitution and state law. Constitutional concerns have been raised with the 1% and

44" Amendments as they pertain to current statutory language that require indeperident .

" candidates for Governor to enter into an association to run for office. This statutorily -
f'requ:red assoma’uon restrscts baliot access to cand;dates which is contrary to
'Wsconsm s history of good govemment and represantatwe democracy.

- In1970 Wasconsm State law was changed establishing a requirement that an
;ndependent candidate for Governor must secure a running mate in order to be placed
on the ballot. This restriction is not imposed on candidates from the Democratic or
Republican parties because running mates are decided by primary victories.

In 1978 a candidate filed to run for the seat of Governor as an independent while
there was no independent candidate running for Lieutenant Governor. The members of
the State Election Board at the time took the 1970 law very literally and denied the
candidate the ability to run for Governor in the election because she had no running

mate for the office of Lieutenant Governor.
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ln 1994 anether candzdate fi %ed to run for Govemcr as an independent with no
runmng mate The members of the State Eiacttori Board at that time had no opposition
to h;s cand:dacy Hewever 4 years later the same mdependent candidate again filed to
run for Govemor wzth no rummg mate. This tlme he was met with opposmon from the
Stata Electnon Board The mdependent Gubematoﬂai Candidate hired an attorney and
succes_sfu ly fought to keep his name on the ballot without a running mate.

Assembly lei 158 would c%anfy our state s eiectlon laws for ;ndependent |
- candidates for Govemor and i.ieutenan‘t Govemor and wouid eliminate the potential -
tncans.istency of different Board members’ anterpretatuons

Assembiy-.agie_?; '.:3\_56_;‘wouid permit an independent candidate for the office of
- Governor or L-iaﬁté_é@ntquer;jog;to file nominaﬁion.-papers;wit{zgut_a running mate
which is'currehtiy -t'hé.'pra'c;tif';'é'fo'f the major political party candidates. ifan i.ndependent
._-______candldate for. Governor were eiected wzthout a Lieutenant Governor runmng mate,

L current: !aw does make provaszons for the appomtment of a L;eutenant Governor, if the

seat is vacant.

This Bzi! corrects a Wisconsin State Statute enacted about 3 decades ago that
may. be unconstututlonak under both the 1% and 14"™ Amendments of the United States
Constitution. Wisconsin has a history of political progressiveness and independence

that we shouid preserve for future generations.

Mr. Chairperson and committee members, | appreciate your kind attention today.
| would be happy to answer any questions you may have.

- End -



